Jay Chou

3295 Bermon Place

North Vancouver, BC

V7J 3R2


January 26, 2006

Dear Ms. Rego, 

As a fourth year Geography student at Simon Fraser University specializing in environmental studies, I have developed a deep interest in international environmental issues and environmental protection.  During my studies I have learned the importance of identifying the roots of environmental issues – an important step toward understanding environmental problems.  This is much more constructive than adapting or mitigating the changes induced by natural disasters as a result of human actions.  My interests in global environmental issues also grew from backpacking and working in developing countries.  It is this level of interest combined with my knowledge and experience that I feel makes me an excellent candidate for Project Officer Position with the Americas Branch within Environment Canada. 

In my first Co-op term with Burma Volunteer Program in Thailand, my research skills and interest in the environment were often recognized as I volunteered as an English and Social Studies/Environment teacher for Burmese refugees.  In addition to teaching I edited monthly newsletters on Burma’s offshore gas and contributed a research paper of my own by highlighting the unsustainable development of Burma’s resources and its environmental impacts.  In conjunction I had the opportunity to study China, India and Thailand’s rapacious foreign policy in Burma and human rights issues.  Furthermore, I participated in meetings with EarthRights International, a human rights/environmental NGO, by preparing and taking notes for the staff.  In the end I demonstrated a level of maturity, motivation and displayed sound judgment while working with refugees.


In my second Co-op term with the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, I have learned and understood the inner workings of a resource industry by working as a Geological Assistant in the Geological Survey Branch.  Part of my duties included researching and compiling geological data, and gathering information on socio-environmental issues juxtaposed to the mining industry. As an assistant, I helped Ministry geologists and the Assistant Deputy Minister with preparing presentations and coordinated the data compilation used for government publications.  At the Ministry I worked with little supervision and was often depended on to completing deadlines.  


I look forward to the challenges and would strive in researching on a number of areas pertaining to international relations, and to contribute my knowledge and experiences by working with Environment Canada.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Chou
